
April 3, 2008

DRAFT REPORT OF THE ACCOMMODATION REVIEW STUDY COMMITTEE
Elgin Study Area 2 - Homedale French Immersion/Wellington Street

VOTING MEMBERS

School Council:
Homedale - Janet MacFarlane 
Wellington Street - Deanna Guernsey

Citizens for French Immersion:
Homedale - Stephanie Mitchener
Wellington St. - Boris Georgijev

Business:
Paul Nicli

Municipal Leader:
City of St. Thomas - Heather Chapman - regrets

ADMINISTRATION AND OTHERS

Tracy Grant, Trustee and Chair of Area Review
Committee
Barry Wagner, Superintendent of Education
Céline Bourbonnais-MacDonald, Superintendent
of Education - regrets
Jane Parker, ARC Assistant

Principals:
Wellington St. P.S. - Heather Coughlin
Homedale Sr. Elem. P.S. - Jane Hanbuch

1. Welcome
Trustee Tracy Grant, Committee Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Approval of the Agenda
The agenda was approved as printed.

3. Chairperson’s Remarks
Chair Tracy Grant advised Committee members that the Senior Administrative response to the
Elgin 2 ARC would be presented to the Board on Tuesday, April 8, 2008.  Chair Grant extended
an invitation to Committee members to attend the meeting to thank them for their time and
contribution to the accommodation review process.  

4. Approval of the Minutes of the February 20, 2008 Meeting
The minutes were approved as printed.

5. Business Arising from the Minutes of February 20, 2008

5.1 Homedale P.S. Square Footage
Facility Services Manager Kevin Bushell confirmed the following:
• square footage of the Homedale P.S. building 29,382 SF 
• square footage of the portables   6,144 SF 

= total square footage 35,526 SF

5.2 French Immersion Enrolment Statistics
Information is attached to the minutes which reflects FSL enrolment in Ontario from 1999-
2005 as well as enrolment in French Immersion in the Thames Valley DSB from 2001-2008.

6. Comments from Committee Members
D. Guernsey advised that she had received positive feedback from parents and staff regarding the
Committee’s recommendation.  Projected enrolment information for the 2008-09 school year was
discussed.  

J. MacFarlane commented that working with people with similar goals working towards one
common goal had been a positive experience.
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B. Georgijev shared that he had received positive feedback from individuals in the community. 

S. Mitchener noted that the ARC process itself had been easy and she is looking forward to
moving on to the next steps.

Paul Nicli echoed the comments of the other Committee members and added that the community
appreciated the openness and transparency of the process and have realized that the school
board does in fact care about and supports the public input process.

7. Public Input Session
Chairperson Grant stated that no requests were received from individuals or groups to make
presentations at this meeting.  

8. New Business

8.1 Final Approval of the Report of the Elgin 2 (Homedale French Immersion, Wellington Street
Public Schools) Accommodation Review Committee

No public input was received in response to the posting of the draft report.  The Committee
members approved the Report of Elgin 2 Accommodation Review Committee as printed.

Chair Grant expressed her appreciation to Trustee Frank Exley for attending the meetings and
being part of the process.  She also thanked Principals Jane Hanbuch, Heather Coughlin and
Diane Herter for providing the facilities for the meetings and being available for meetings and
as a resource.  Jane Parker was thanked for providing administrative assistance to the
Committee.  Chair Grant thanked Superintendent Barry Wagner for his support and
assistance provided throughout the process as well as Superintendents Bourbonnais-
MacDonald and Wilkinson for their input.

 9. Questions/Comments from Members
Trustee Grant and Superintendent Wagner explained the process that would be used at the 
April 8th Board meeting to present the Elgin ARC 2 Committee report.  Trustee Grant would
provide in her introductory comments the following rationale:
• the Elgin 2 ARC endorsed the recommendation of the Elgin CPAC which was to support a

regional model of single track SK-8 French Immersion and recognized the need to consolidate
the school populations of Homedale and Wellington Street

• since Wellington Street P.S. was Prohibitive to Repair the schools would be consolidated at
Homedale

• the Committee determined that Homedale would require: additional space to accommodate
current and future growth; and renovations to meet Program needs and necessary
improvements to modernize the facility

• in doing so, the Homedale English students would return to their home schools and
Wellington Street P.S. would close

The process would then include the administrative response to the ARC report and a motion to
disband the ARC.  The final ARC report is posted for 60 days allowing for public presentations to
the Board and then a Board vote.

10. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Tracy Grant, Chairperson
Accommodation Review Study Committee
Elgin Study Area 2






